HISTORIC DENVER

August 6, 2026

Denver Landmark Preservation Commission
Community Planning and Development

201 W. Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80202

Re: Letter of Support — City Park Bandstand Rehabilitation
Dear Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission,

Historic Denver writes in strong support of the proposed concept for the rehabilitation of
the City Park Bandstand, currently before the Commission for review.

Since the bandstand was heavily damaged by fire in late March 2026, Denver Parks and
Recreation and design firm Mundus Bishop have undertaken a remarkably thorough
process to guide its rebuild. A comprehensive structural and historical assessment
documented the full extent of fire damage and identified which elements of the existing
structure could be preserved, including the historic stone piers, select steel beams and
girders, and the existing guardrail. This assessment also grounded the design in careful
historical research, tracing the bandstand's lineage through its known iterations of 1896,
1899, 1914, 1924, 1984, and 1994, and identifying the 1924 structure as the strongest
design precedent for the rebuild.

We also want to recognize the depth of community engagement undertaken on a
compressed timeline. With Mayor Johnston's commitment to have the bandstand rebuilt in
time for next summer's City Park Jazz season, DPR and the design team engaged neighbors
and stakeholders through stakeholder meetings, direct outreach to registered
neighborhood organizations, and recurring pop-up events at City Park Jazz, where staff
gathered public input through a community questionnaire. That input directly shaped the
resulting design, and DPR and Mundus Bishop are to be commended for the speed and
care with which this outreach was conducted.

The site of the City Park Bandstand has been a gathering place for Denver for nearly 130
years, hosting concerts, celebrations, and community events since the first bandstand
was built in 1896. The loss of the most recent bandstand iteration was deeply felt across
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the community, and its rebuilding matters not only architecturally but as a continuation of
that legacy of shared civic life.

The proposed design honors this legacy by drawing heavily on the character-defining
features of the 1924 iteration of the bandstand, including its tapered double columns,
stepped front entry, and simplified metal shingle roof profile. At the same time, the design
thoughtfully accommodates the needs of today's community: the usable stage area
increases from approximately 736 to 845 square feet to better serve performers, an interior
roof profile is designed to improve acoustics, and a rear sloped walkway provides full ADA-
compliant access to the stage without introducing visible handrails that would
compromise the structure's historic character.

We commend DPR, Mundus Bishop, and all involved stakeholders for a process that
reflects genuine care for both the site's history and its continued use by the people of
Denver. Historic Denver enthusiastically supports this application and looks forward to
seeing the bandstand rebuilt in the coming months.

Sincerely,

1 Bt

Jay B. Homstad
Sr. Director, Preservation Advocacy
Historic Denver
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Subject: [EXTERNAL] City Park Bandstand
Sent: 8/7/2026, 3:45:16 PM

From: Woody Ga rnsey<_>

To: Landmark - Community Planning and Development

This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender

Report Suspicious

You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

| am writing on behalf of the City Park Friends and Neighbors' (CPFAN) Board of Directors to endorse the City
Park Bandstand project that has been developed by DPR, Project Manager, Katie Russell and the Mundus
Bishop team headed by Tina Bishop. CPFAN is a Registered Neighborhood Organization, founded in 2014. Our
mission is to actively protect the classical, pastoral character of City Park. We have enjoyed participating on the
Bandstand Steering Committee and attending the many workshops offered to the public as the project has
moved forward. We re impressed and thankful for the thought and energy that has gone into developing the
design for a new City Park Bandstand and are enthusiastic about the final design with its nod to both the 1924
and 1995 Bandstand designs. We are excited about all the acoustical and lighting updates as well as the creative
approach to handicapped access.

We were touched to know that the construction was delayed until the resident barn swallows had left the
Bandstand rafters. It is this kind of sensitivity and thoughtfulness we have seen at every stage of the design
process.

Sincerely,

Georgia Garnsey, President

Woody Garnsey
2339 Bellaire Street
Denver, CO 80207


https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iyPMKwI3KDLcp-S3v-6Up-qJm8raWReWx8rsxtMsYQNUHr4IjRxDyLkcgLPCBMKfPgORMX_AKODtmZVRVZy-NntWvMCVY-29cDDBPMs$

city park alliance

August 4, 2026

City Park Alliance, Inc
PO Box 18757
Denver, CO 80218

www.cit ﬁarkalliance.ori

RE: Denver Landmark Preservation Commission, City Park Bandstand Reconstruction
Dear Commissioners,

I am writing as the representative of City Park Alliance. We are a nonprofit organization that has
been dedicated to Denver’s City Park for more than 25 years, and we represent a group of
passionate stakeholders that care deeply about City Park and the role it plays in City and
neighborhood life.

We are also one of the organizations leading the fundraising effort to support the restoration of
the fire-damaged bandstand on City Park’s Ferril Lake. The bandstand represents one of the most
iconic vistas in Denver, not to mention the most central gathering place in the City’s largest
urban park.

We are writing to express our strong support for Denver Parks & Recreation’s plans for the
restoration of the bandstand. The project team has proactively engaged key community
stakeholders, and we feel they have done an excellent job of balancing the urgency of this project
with historic preservation and modernization considerations. We look forward to them being
able to continue the restoration efforts in a timely manner.

Thank you for your consideration,

At il

Andrew McMahan
Board President



City Park West
Neighborhood Association

1915 East 22" Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80205
www.cityparkwest.org

August 4, 2026
To: Denver Landmark Preservation Commission
Subject: City Park West Neighborhood Association Support of Replacement of City Park Band Stand

The purpose of this correspondence is to communicate the City Park Neighborhood Association is in
support of the rebuilding of City Park Band Stand and keeping the historic architecture of the building
that burnt in March of 2026. We believe this is a very important piece of Denver history and an icon in
the park. To lose such history and character of the band stand would be a tremendous loss.

Board member Jo Untiedt has been attending the public meetings, provides input and updates the
neighborhood and will continue as the construction takes place.

Regards,
Scott Holder

Scott Holder
President, City Park West Neighborhood Association


http://www.cityparkneighborhood.org/



